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The extent of the funding pledged to the Palestinian Authority by donor countries reflects the
extent of their support for Israel and its policies. The American taxpayers' contribution to the
Ramallah government's bank account is dwarfed by the large sums the U.S. government donates
to Israel every year. It's impossible to get excited over the American pledge of $900 million (two-
thirds of it for strengthening Salam Fayyad's government and the rest for Gaza's recovery) and
forget the $30 billion the United States has promised Israel in defense aid by the end of 2017, as
last week's Amnesty International report noted.

The $900 million pledged to the Palestinians in Sharm el-Sheikh should be seen as part of the
regular American aid to Israel. As an occupying power, Israel is obligated to assure the well-being
of the population under its control. But Israel is harming it instead, after which the United States
(like other countries) rushes to compensate for the damage.

The Clinton and Bush administrations - and Barack Obama appears to be following in their
footsteps - erased the phrase "Israeli occupation” from their dictionaries and collaborated with
Israel in ignoring its commitments as enshrined in international law. The billions of dollars that
Israel receives from the United States for weapons and defense development - which played a
significant role in the destruction in the Gaza Strip - are part of Israel's successful propaganda,
which presents the Rafah tunnels and Grad rockets as a strategic threat and part of the Islamic
terror offensive against enlightened countries.

The West has blown the Hamas movement out of proportion, exaggerating its military might to
the point of mendacity; this allowed for an extended siege and three weeks of Israeli military
intractability. In the Palestinian and larger Arab world, this embellishment helps Hamas depict
itself as the real patriotic force.

The hundreds of millions of euros that have been donated or pledged to help Gaza, as though it
were beset by natural disasters, are overshadowing the trade ties between Europe and Israel.
The Western countries concerned about humanitarian aid for the Palestinians also buy from
Israel arms and defense knowledge developed under the laboratory conditions of the occupation,
that serial creator of humanitarian crises.

And the 1 hillion petrodollars? First of all, they were generated from a natural resource that logic
dictates should benefit the Arab peoples. Second, they were pledged at a conference that
boycotted Gaza (neither Hamas nor business people or social activists from the Strip participated
in the donors conference). This is how Saudi Arabia lends its hand to the American and Israeli
veto of inter-Palestinian reconciliation.

Every cent paid to the Palestinians - whether for the Ramallah government's budget or medical
treatment of children wounded by Israeli pilots or soldiers - lets Israel know that it can continue its
efforts to force a capitulation deal on the Palestinian elite. Only by recognizing that surrender is
the goal can one understand that 16 years after Oslo, no Palestinian state was established. When
did Shimon Peres, Ariel Sharon and Tzipi Livni begin talking about two states? Only after their
bulldozers and military bureaucrats crushed the realistic physical basis of a Palestinian state. And
this basis is: June 4, 1967 land (including East Jerusalem), Gaza - an inseparable part of the
state - and zero settlements (and that applies to Gilo and Ma'aleh Adumim).

During the 1990s it was still possible to describe donations to the Palestinians as an expression



of confidence and hope in Israel's readiness to free itself of the occupation regime it had created.
But not in 2009. Support for Israeli policy - this is the only way to understand the fact that other
countries keep pouring in hundreds of millions of dollars meant to put out the fires set by this
policy, without extinguishing the source of the blaze.
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