The Middle East Dialogue Quilt
2008
The Middle East Dialogue Quilt project began in 2007 and was completed in 2008. The quilt is a gift to Jean Zaru and the Ramallah Friends Meeting so that it might hang in the entryway as a visual expression of hope and a message of peace from people of many diverse communities.

The project was co-sponsored by the Pluralism Project at Harvard University, the Public Conversations Project and the Dialogue Forum.  The mission of the project was to use the art form of collaborative quilting to design and create a quilt around the issue of Middle East peace.  The project was organized by Emily Ronald, a former Pluralism Project Research Associate.

In February, 2007, thirty people met to brainstorm design ideas for a quilt destined for the Ramallah , Palestine. Many ideas and designs developed from that gathering, and over the next year, this quilt was the final result.

The overall orientation of the view is as if you are looking through an arch in a doorway. Two cities, representing two sides in a conflict, appear in the corners of the arch. From them, drops of fire or blood fall, transforming into tears. But the tears fall into a spring that nourishes not only the green growth around it, but an olive tree in the center, symbolizing the growth of new hope and peace.

Along the border, people reach out to each other, speaking or sharing. Each figure 'passes on' what it gains, represented by the continuity of color from one 'scene' to the next, like the different frames in a filmstrip. Blue passes something to brown; brown passes it to pink, who passes it to purple, who passes it to green. This is a kind of hand-to-hand 'chain of compassion and concern' extending around the quilt and around the world.

The quilters are from the Greater Boston area and come from all walks of life and many different religions. The names of those who attended the original visioning meeting are listed below. Muslims, Jews, Christians, and many more united in designing this quilt. Designing it meant discussing, openly and respectfully, our fears and hopes about the conflict in the Middle East. We didn't always agree, nor did we have a single vision for the ideal future. But we did all talk about the ability to live together in peace. We faced our differences and found the points where we could agree, then built a design around them. Most of all, we wanted to show two themes: transformation from pain into hope and peace, and the 'passing on' of compassion from one person to another around the world.

May others be inspired to pass on this message of hope and peace.

From us in Boston, to you in Ramallah, and beyond: 
Quilt Envisioning Group
February 11, 2007
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